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Development of an Internet-based information resource on the family
Dolichopodidae (Insecta, Diptera)

L.Ya. Grichanov
Beepoccuticrui HHH sauyumes pacmenuii PACXH, Canxm-femepbype. E-mail: Grich-
anov@mail.ru

[U.51. Fpuuanoe. Passurie HudopMauHoHHOro HHTEpHET-pecypca no ceneficty Dolichopodidae
(Insecta, Diptera))

Created in 1999 and hitherto functioning as amateur resource, the Internet-site
Dolichopodidae Homepage contains: General Information, Catalogues, Keys, Bibli-
ography, Net Publications, and (since  2004) a Phototheque, etc.
(http://grichanov.fortunecity.com/). The parts Catalogues and Net Publications con-
tain both original country lists of species, and links to accessible Internet-resources
including catalogues and databases, as a rule created for taxa of a higher rank than
family. The site is arranged now in 1200 files {about 50 MB), of which 470 are htmi-
files (about 13 MB). At the beginning (1999), an Alphabetic list of scientific names
of the family Dolichopodidae (Diptera) of the World compiled by Henk Meuffels (the
Netherlands) was the most valuable part of the Site. It was used for the compilation
of the first Check list of species of the family Dolichopodidae of the World. In 2003
this list (DoliBank) was published by Grichanov in the Internet and has been regu-
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larly updated since, being organized as the alphabetic list of genera with hyperlinks to
lists of species with full bibliographic descriptions. It includes now about 250 genera,
7100 valid species (including more than 150 fossil species) and about 10000 lines
with other names of species rank. Both lists have been used for the compilation of the
Catalog of the Dolichopodidae of America north of Mexico (Pollet et al., 2004) and
World catalog of Dolichopodidae (Yang et al., 2006). Since 2005 new entries into the
DoliBank are accompanied with the number of types, type depositories and type lo-
calities for new and redescribed species. Simultaneously, every registered researcher
has begun to receive e-mail Notifications about new entries. In early 2007 all species
have been accompanied with data on their general distribution borrowed from the
main published catalogs. To escape problems with numerous shifts of specific names
from genus to genus, the distribution lists of countries is connected with original spe-
cies combinations (e.g.. with Musca ungulata rather than with Dolichopus ungula-
tus). Experience shows that the remote support of the site and regular updating the
world taxonomic check list does not demand considerable expenses of time and
money from the taxonomist, who is engaged to work mainly in a different field of ac-
tivity. Publication of species lists and other materials as hypertext and tabular hyper-
text documents allows data retrieval by use of common search engines to find the site
in the Internet by a user query "genus - species”. In most cases the necessary page of
the site appears in the first place after outputting search results. Thus, the submitted
information resource favourably differs from relational databases (such as Fauna Eu-
ropaea) by a minimum number of steps to receive the resulting data. As soon as the
DoliBank will accumulate full data on the number of types, on type depositories and
type localities for all species, then it will become a true Internet-based World catalog
of Dolichopodidae. The next step in the development of the resource is to publish
keys and illustrations to the known species.





